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George joined Nunawading in 1956 and immediately played in our First XI where he played until
1971-72. He finished his career in the lower grades, making 50 in his last game, a winning grand
final. Nuna made the finals in every year of his time in the Firsts for 6 premierships and 3 Runners-
up. He played over 320 games in 28 seasons of cricket.

Q1. Please provide a personal background including your time at Nuna, personal and career highlights
and what you are doing now. Please include details of the best game you were ever involved in.

I was born at Ouyen in 1930 and went to primary school at a little place called Bronzewing. All that
was there was a railway siding and the school. I went to St. Patrick’s College Ballarat in 1943-45 and
from there to Melbourne to work for the PMG as a technician. Got married in 1954 and moved to
Nunawading 1955. My father had died in 1947 so mum sold the farm and moved to Melbourne to be
with my brother and me as we were the only children. We lived in Essendon and then built a house in
Glenroy. I played football in the Saturday Morning Industrial League which was comprised of teams
representing the 3 breweries, wharfies, Yellow Cabs, GMH, etc. so it was a tough competition. In
1950 after kicking 100 goals in 1949 I had a try at Essendon, didn't make the list but played a
handful of games in the 2nds as full forward. There was a champion called John Coleman there at the
time so no future for me there and I wasn't good enough anyway.

When we moved to Nunawading in January 1955 I played footy with Nuna in 1956, 57 and 58. The
highlight of my time with them was kicking 10 goals against Templestowe to beat them by 4 points.

I joined the NCC in 1956 and opened the batting against East Burwood in my first game. Bob Saker
batted at No.3 in the same game which was also his first game for the club. A highlight of my career
was making a century in my 2nd game which was against Doncaster Footballers on our home ground.
We made the finals but got beaten in the semi-final.

Things went well again in the next season (1957-58) and we played Blackburn in the final. They
batted first and made 140 all out. At stumps we were 2 for 165 and looking good with Bob Saker and
Alex Culvenor not out. The innings collapsed and we were all out for 217, a lead of 77. Bob made 57,
Alex 46, in a partnership of 98. At stumps on the 2nd day Blackburn were 6 for 187, a lead of 110.
They declared on the 3rd day at 9 for 279, a lead of 202. We made 8 for 203 with 25 minutes up our
sleeves.

I managed 104 and Doug Bosworth 35 n.o. It was described by many as one of the best games
played in the last 20 years. It was a definite highlight of my career to make a century in a final and
play a good part in a flag.

Another highlight in my career at NCC was to make 203 in the seconds against Yarraleen in the
middle of February on a stinking hot day at the age of 44. I won't tell you I was dropped at 99 and
again at 193. Another highlight was making 58 on the day I turned 50. I also have to mention my last
game for the club. I was captain of our 4ths and we played in the Shield 3rds and made the grand
final against Blackburn. They made 180 but during their innings I broke the middle finger of my right
hand when fielding so I went down the batting order hoping I wouldn't have to bat but no such luck.
I wentin at 5 for 83 and Alan Jackson and I put on 56 before he was dismissed. Then Peter
Donaldson and I took the score to within 10 before he went. Russell Baird joined me and we got
there when I scored the winning runs. My finger didn't hurt after I had a beer for every run I made
(58)!

I joined the Mitcham Bowling Club in 1985, we moved to Mornington in 2001 for 6 years and have
moved back to Ringwood so rejoined Mitcham. I won the Club Championship in 1994-95, 2000-01
and 2007-08 and was runner-up in 1999-2000, beaten by 1 shot.

While waiting to become a member at the bowling club I coached our juniors and in those 2 years
each team won a premiership, 3 the first year and 4 the next. It was a very happy and rewarding
time and I felt so proud of all those boys.

Q2. You have been selected as a representative of the 68-69 A Grade Premiership team.

a) Can you please provide some information about the club at that time (e.g. who was President, how
many teams, dominant players, funny incidents, club personalities, controversies etc).
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